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or four weeks they are far above the ground. Within*
three months the harvest of the rainy season, furnishing
the people with rice, maize, and other grains, which
famish the principal food of the people, is gathered in.
The rainy season is productive in another and less-
pleasant manner. It is as favourable to insect life as it is
to vegetable life. Flying white ants, flying bugs, and
other unwelcome visitors of the same order, come out in
thousands. At night, if the doors be open the white ants
make for the lamps in such numbers that they are ex-
tinguished by them, and the room is in the morning
found strewed with their dead. It requires a torpid
temperament to remain calm under this visitation. All
dislike it, and some find it a grievous trial. . As the rainy
season advances, the trouble abates, and by the time the
cold weather sets in the ordinary house-fly by day and the
mosquito by night alone remain to buzz about us. The
mosquito has rightly got the first place among insect
tormentors. The house-fly is at all seasons, in some more
than in others, and gives not a little annoyance by its
pertinacity.
The change at the commencement of the rainy season
is delightful The doors are thrown open, and the dry,
parching wind gives place to a refreshing coolness. Wher*
the rain ceases, the heat returns; the weather is very
muggy, the skin is irritated by the excessive perspiration-,
and many suffer more than during the hot season. When
the rain is abundant and frequent, the suffering is much
less than when there is little rain and much sun. There
is one comfort at that time: we know we are going on
to the cold weather, which will make amends for all that
went before.
I can hardly conceive any country to have a finer

